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Abstract

The Toba Batak community in Indonesia has a rich cultural heritage, including traditional
funeral ceremonies. The language used in these ceremonies is the Toba Batak language,
which is influenced by various factors such as people's names, gender, and other cultural
aspects. This study aims to analyse the language structure used in the death ceremony,
focusing on the phrases used in the ceremony. This research used a qualitative approach
with a qualitative descriptive method and a constructivist paradigm. Data collection
techniques included in-depth interviews and observation. The research explored the
verbal and non-verbal meanings in each of the activities in the death ceremony, the
figurative language used, and the traditional bureaucratic system involved. The findings
from this research will contribute to a better understanding of the language structure of
Toba Batak funeral ceremonies and its cultural significance.
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Introduction

The Toba Batak language is a complex language spoken by the Batak Toba
people in North Sumatra, Indonesia. The language has a unique morphology system
that has been the subject of several studies. This article aims to explore the
morphology analysis of the Toba Batak language phrases related to the death
ceremony system. The death ceremony system is an important aspect of the Toba
Batak culture, and the phrases used in this system have unique morphological
features that require analysis. In all societies, when a person dies, family, friends,
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and neighbors respond in structured, patterned ways to the death. Cultural
guidelines determine the treatment and disposal of the body and prescribe a period
of mourning for close relatives. Death ritual, like much of human behavior, is an
expression of a cultural blueprint, of attitudes, values and ideals passed down by
parents, and their parents, which an individual learns as a member of society.

Ritual is behavior; it is "religion in action" (Wallace: 102). It is personal and
private behavior, as it is social. A sick patient praying for strength to endure pain
and the soldier praying for protection while undergoing bombardment exemplify
solitary ritual. Ritual may involve sacred or secular symbols. It is "stereotyped
communication ... which reduces anxiety, prepares the organism to act, and (in
social rituals) coordinates the preparation for action among several organisms...
“(Wallace: 236) Ritual generally requires a sacred context, says Lessa, although the
prime requisite is that it be attended by sentiments, values, and beliefs which
transcend the utilitarian. Behavior is ritualistic if it is habitual, socially sanctioned,
symbolic and without any practical consideration. (Lessa 1971)

Gluckman emphasizes the social attributes of ritual and the importance of
supernatural sanction in enforcing conformity. Ritualization refers to the
performance of prescribed actions with the expectation that the behavior will
"express and amend social relationships" and help to secure mystical "Blessing,
purification, protection and prosperity" (Gluckman: 24).

The study will investigate the morphological system of the Toba Batak
language from the view of generative transformational study. This linguistic theory
aims to explain how language is generated in the human mind. The study will also
use sociolinguistic theory, which aims to explain the relationship between language
and society. This study will analyse the semiotic interpretation through the
symbols that appear on the Batak Toba death ceremony.

The article will provide a detailed analysis of the morphological features of
the Toba Batak language phrases related to the death ceremony system, including
the processes of affixation, reduplication, and compounding. The study will use
qualitative descriptive methods to describe the language phenomena naturally
without any exception. Toba Batak language has a rich morphology system that is
characterized by the use of affixes, reduplication, and compounding. The death
ceremony system is an important aspect of the Toba Batak culture, and the phrases
used in this system have unique morphological features that require analysis.

The article will be organized as follows:

1. Overview of the Toba Batak language and its morphology system

2. Introduction to the death ceremony system and the phrases used in this system
3. Detailed analysis of the morphological features of the Toba Batak language
phrases related to the death ceremony system

4. Discussion of the results and their implications for the understanding of the Toba
Batak language's structure and grammar

The study will contribute to the understanding of the Toba Batak language's
structure and grammar, and provide insights into the unique morphological
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features of the language. The study will also investigate the language maintenance
of the Batak Toba language, which is one of the efforts that can be done to keep
regional languages from extinction.

The results of the study will provide a comprehensive understanding of the
Toba Batak language's morphology system, its relationship with the death
ceremony system, and its role in the Batak Toba culture. The study will be of great
value to linguists, anthropologists, and anyone interested in the Toba Batak culture
and language.

In this article, we will provide an overview of the Toba Batak language and
its morphology system, including the processes of affixation, reduplication, and
compounding. We will then introduce the death ceremony system and the phrases
used in this system. We will provide a detailed analysis of the morphological
features of the Toba Batak language phrases related to the death ceremony system,
including the use of affixes, reduplication, and compounding. We will use
qualitative descriptive methods to describe the language phenomena naturally
without any exception.

The study will also investigate the semiotic interpretation through the
symbols that appear on the Batak Toba death ceremony, providing insights into the
cultural significance of the language. The study will contribute to the
understanding of the Toba Batak language's structure and grammar, and provide
insights into the unique morphological features of the language. The article will be
of interest to linguists, anthropologists, and anyone interested in the Toba Batak
culture and language. We will conclude the article with a discussion of the results
and their implications for the understanding of the Toba Batak language's structure
and grammar.

Method

In this research, the authors used qualitative descriptive. The authors took
qualitative descriptive because the authors want to analyse and describe the
morphology in the Batak Toba language phrases at death ceremonies. Based on
Strauss and Corbin (Cresswell j, 1998) who explained that qualitative research is a
type of research that aims to explore information in depth and is open to various
responses. This research tries for people to express their thoughts about a topic
without giving them much guidance or direction. In addition, Moloeng (2007) who
said that qualitative research is research with the aim of understanding the
phenomena experienced by research subjects as a whole by means of descriptions
in the form of words and language, in the specific context experienced and by
utilizing various scientific methods.

In this research, the author used interview and observation techniques to
obtain data. The author asked several questions to the interviewees and then the
interviewees provided information. Furthermore, the author records the data
obtained during observation.

Result and Discussion
Result
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Researchers discuss the results of interviews that have been conducted with
a source who was selected according to the criteria. The criteria for an informant is
someone who understands Toba Batak traditional death ceremonies and
understands the Toba Batak language. Deep interview carried out in accordance
with the transcript of the draft interview questions that had been prepared
regarding the structure of the Toba Batak language in death ceremonies.

Based on research, the aim of the research is to determine the structure of
the Toba Batak language in traditional death ceremonies. In Batak tribal tradition,
people who die will experience special treatment, summarized in a traditional
death ceremony. This traditional death ceremony is classified based on the age and
status of the person who died. With this classification, several special terms or
phrases have emerged that differentiate it from other traditional ceremonies in the
Toba Batak culture. Researchers have collected data and summarized it in the table
below:

Phrases Morpheme Affixes Root
Free Functional Prefix Suffix
Lungun Lungun - ma- (inf)  -i (inf) andung
mangandungi (adj)
Lao mangapuli Lao (verb) - ma- (inf)  -i (inf) apul
Marujung Ngolu - mar- - ujung
ngolu (noun) (deriv)
Ina na mabalu Ina na - -
(noun)
Dison -son di - -an (inf) maradi
maradian (preposition)
Mamerengna monding  na (article) ma- (inf) - mereng
monding (verb)
Discussion

Researchers had discussed about The Toba Batak language. It spoken by the
Batak Toba people in North Sumatra, Indonesia and it has a unique morphology
system that has been studied extensively. This article aims to analyse the
morphology of phrases related to the death ceremony system, a significant aspect
of the Toba Batak culture. The study uses generative transformational study and
sociolinguistic theory to investigate the morphological system and its relationship
with the death ceremony system and for the affix is a morpheme attached to a base
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word to form a new word or change the meaning or function of the word. Affixes
include prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and derivational prefixes that affect the word's
meaning like Lao Mangapuli (Verb: “Lao” and the Root: “Apul”, adding the prefix
“Ma-" in the beggining of Apul, and the suffix “-i” at the end.) The semiotic
interpretation of phrases will be examined through symbols appearing on the

Batak Toba death ceremony.

Researchers uses qualitative descriptive methods, focusing on affixation,
reduplication, and compounding processes. The results will provide a
comprehensive understanding of the Toba Batak language's morphology system,
its relationship with the death ceremony system, and its role in the Batak Toba
culture. Researchers conducted qualitative descriptive research to analyse Batak
Toba language phrases in death ceremonies. They aimed to understand the
structure of the language, which is classified based on age and status, and identify
special terms or phrases that distinguish them from other ceremonies in the Toba
Batak culture.

Conclusion

This article explores the morphology of expressions in the Toba Batak
language, a distinctive morphological system spoken by the Batak Toba people in
North Sumatra, Indonesia. It uses generative transformational analysis and
sociolinguistic theory to investigate the semiotic interpretation of phrases and
their connection to the culture's death ceremonial system. The research aims to
determine the structure of the Toba Batak language used in customary funeral rites,
which are based on the deceased's age and status.
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