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Abstract

This study examines the didactic transposition that occurs when a prose grammatical text is recast into versified
form, taking as its case the relationship between Matn al-Ajurriimiyyah by Ibn Ajurrim (d. 723 AH) and its
versification ad-Durrah al-Bahiyyah by al-‘Imritt (d. after 989 AH), both accessed through al-Maktabah al-
Shamilah. This is a library research employing a descriptive-comparative approach and content analysis. The unit
of analysis is the paired chapter heading, classified into six categories of transformation: retention, division,
isolation, merging, addition, and substitution. The findings show that of the 25 chapter headings in the matn only
15 are retained unchanged, while the remainder undergo transformation, so that the structure of the versification
expands into 33 headings, an increase of 32 percent. The dominant direction is expansion rather than compression;
the only operation that reduces structure occurs twice and consists of merging a group heading with its first
member. Prosodic requirements account for shifts at the terminological level, whereas didactic considerations
account for shifts at the structural level. The retention of the Kufan term khafd, despite jarr being shorter and more
metrically convenient, demonstrates that the transformation was deliberate and controlled. These findings support
empirically the long-standing pesantren assumption that the ImritT is not merely a versification but also functions
as a commentary, and yield three implications for the preparation of Arabic grammar teaching materials in Arabic
Language Education programmes.

Keywords: al-Ajurriimiyyah; ad-Durrah al-Bahiyyah; didactic transposition; versification; Arabic grammar
teaching materials
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