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Abstract

This study aims to analyze grammatical errors found in undergraduate theses written by students of the Arabic
Language Education Department at the State Islamic University of Palopo (2020-2023y. The study focuses
on fifteen purposively selected theses that contained a high frequency of linguistic errors. Particular attention
was given to the abstract and introduction sections, as they are indicative of students’ foundational language
proficiency and academic writing skills. A descriptive-analytical method was employed, utilizing document
analysis and semi-structured interviews with both students and academic supervisors. The findings reveal five
major categories of grammatical errors: idafah (construct phrase), adjective-noun agreement, number
agreement, sentence structure, and prepositional usage. Among these, idafah errors were the most frequent,
followed by mismatches in adjective—noun agreement. Interview results suggest that these errors stem from
multiple factors, including limited theoretical understanding of Arabic grammar, insufficient writing practice,
overreliance on machine translation, first-language interference, and inadequate linguistic supervision during
the thesis writing process. The study recommends strengthening Arabic writing instruction through
structured practice, ongoing feedback, the use of grammar-checking tools, and increased involvement of
supervisors in language-focused mentoring. This study offers a comprehensive overview of the challenges
faced by Arabic language learners in academic writing and proposes pedagogical strategies to improve

grammatical accuracy and elevate the quality of students' written academic output.

Keywords:
Grammatical errors, undergraduate theses, Arabic language education, linguistic analysis, academic writing,

higher education students.
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