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This study aimed to investigate the relationship between TikTok
exposure and English vocabulary acquisition among English
Education students at Tadulako University. Using a quantitative
correlational design, data were collected from 60 students
selected through purposive sampling using an online
questionnaire and analyzed using SPSS. The findings showed a
mean score of 43.4 for TikTok exposure and 36.9 for vocabulary
acquisition. Spearman’s Rank Correlation revealed a
correlation coefficient of 0.494 with a significance value of less
than 0.001, indicating a positive and statistically significant
relationship between TikTok exposure and English vocabulary
acquisition. These findings suggest that students with higher
TikTok exposure tend to have higher levels of English

vocabulary acquisition.
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1. Introduction

Vocabulary knowledge is an essential component of language proficiency and
academic literacy. Insufficient vocabulary knowledge may hinder students’ reading
comprehension and their ability to communicate effectively in both spoken and
written forms (McKeown, 2019; Elleman et al.,, 2009). Therefore, vocabulary
acquisition plays a crucial role in English language learning.

From a theoretical perspective, Krashen’s Input Hypothesis (1985) suggests
that language acquisition occurs when learners are exposed to comprehensible
input that is slightly beyond their current level of competence. Through continuous
exposure to meaningful language input, learners gradually acquire linguistic
knowledge, including vocabulary. In digital learning environments, social media
platforms may serve as sources of authentic language input that support
vocabulary development.

Vocabulary acquisition may also occur incidentally. According to Nation
(2013), learners can acquire vocabulary while focusing on understanding
meaningful messages rather than intentionally studying new words. Repeated
encounters with vocabulary in authentic contexts may contribute to vocabulary
growth over time. Therefore, exposure to English-language content on social media
platforms may create opportunities for incidental vocabulary learning.

In addition, the concept of Extramural English refers to English exposure that
occurs outside formal educational settings (Sundqvist & Sylvén, 2016). Such
exposure may take place through various digital activities, including watching
videos, interacting on social media, and consuming online content. As students
increasingly engage with English beyond the classroom, extramural exposure has
become an important aspect of language learning.

Among various social media platforms, TikTok has gained considerable
popularity due to its short-video format, interactive features, and accessibility. In
addition to entertainment, TikTok provides educational content such as vocabulary
lessons, pronunciation tips, and language-learning materials. Previous studies
have shown that TikTok can support vocabulary learning and language
comprehension through engaging and authentic content (Widagsa & Fokatea,
2024).

In Indonesia, several studies have highlighted the potential of TikTok as a
supplementary platform for English learning. Rakhmasari and Pratiwi (2024)
found that TikTok positively influenced learners’ English acquisition, while
Simanungkalit and Katemba (2023) reported that university students perceived
TikTok as an enjoyable platform for learning new vocabulary. Furthermore,
experimental studies revealed that students exposed to TikTok achieved better
vocabulary learning outcomes than those who were not (Nainggolan & Manik,
2024; Abidah, 2024; Alshreef et al., 2023).



IDEAS, Vol. 14, No. 1, June 2026

ISSN 2338-4778 (Print)
ISSN 2548-4192 (Online)
Despite these findings, limited research has specifically examined the
relationship between TikTok exposure and vocabulary acquisition among English
Education students. Previous studies mainly focused on students’ perceptions of
TikTok or its effectiveness as a learning tool rather than investigating whether the
level of TikTok exposure is associated with vocabulary acquisition. Therefore, this
study aims to investigate the relationship between TikTok exposure and English
vocabulary acquisition among English Education students at Tadulako University.
Based on the research gap identified above, this study addresses the following
research question: Is there a significant relationship between TikTok exposure and
English vocabulary acquisition among English Education students at Tadulako
University?

2. Method

This study employed a quantitative correlational research design to examine
the relationship between TikTok exposure and English vocabulary acquisition
among English Education students at Tadulako University. The participants were
60 sixth-semester students (cohort of 2023) selected through purposive sampling.
Sixth-semester students were chosen because they had completed the Vocabulary
course and had sufficient experience in English language learning, making them
appropriate participants for this study.

Data were collected through an online questionnaire distributed via Google
Forms. The questionnaire consisted of two variables: TikTok Exposure and
Vocabulary Acquisition. The TikTok Exposure scale initially consisted of 12 items,
while the Vocabulary Acquisition scale consisted of 9 items. All items were
measured using a five-point Likert scale ranging from strongly disagree (1) to
strongly agree (5).

Prior to data collection, the instrument was tested for validity and reliability.
The validity test was conducted using Corrected Item-Total Correlation with a
minimum criterion of 0.30. The results showed that 11 out of 12 items of the TikTok
Exposure scale met the validity criterion, while all 9 items of the Vocabulary
Acquisition scale were found to be valid. The reliability test was conducted using
Cronbach’s Alpha. The TikTok Exposure scale obtained a Cronbach’s Alpha value of
0.899, indicating very good reliability, while the Vocabulary Acquisition scale
obtained a Cronbach’s Alpha value of 0.920, indicating excellent reliability. These
results suggest that both instruments demonstrated a high level of internal
consistency and were suitable for data collection.

The collected data were analyzed using SPSS version 25. Descriptive statistics,
including minimum scores, maximum scores, and mean scores, were used to
describe the data. Spearman’s Rank Correlation was employed to examine the
relationship between TikTok exposure and vocabulary acquisition. The level of
significance was set at 0.05.
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Table 1. Validity and Reliability of the Research Instrument

Variable Initial Valid Cronbach’s
Items Items Alpha
TikTok 12 11 0.899
Exposure
Vocabulary 9 9 0.920
Acquisition
3. Result

a. Overview of The Research

This study involved 60 sixth-semester students of the English Education
Study Program at Tadulako University. The research aimed to examine the
relationship between TikTok exposure and English vocabulary acquisition. Data
were collected through an online questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive
statistics and Spearman’s Rank Correlation.

b. Instrument Validity and Reliability

Prior to data analysis, the questionnaire was tested for validity and reliability.
The validity test was conducted using Corrected Item-Total Correlation with a
minimum criterion of 0.30. The results indicated that 11 out of 12 items of the
TikTok Exposure scale met the validity criterion, while all 9 items of the Vocabulary
Acquisition scale were valid.

The reliability test was conducted using Cronbach’s Alpha. The TikTok
Exposure scale obtained a Cronbach’s Alpha value of 0.899, while the Vocabulary
Acquisition scale obtained a value of 0.920. These results indicate that both
instruments demonstrated high internal consistency and were suitable for data
collection.

Table 2 The validity and reliability results of the research instrument

Variable Initial Items Valid Items Cronbach's Alpha
TikTok Exposure 12 11 0.899
Vocabulary Acquisition 9 9 0.920

¢. Descriptive Statistics
The descriptive statistics of the research variables are presented in Table 2.

Table 3 The descriptive statistics of the research variables

Variable N Minimum Maximum Mean
TikTok Exposure 60 16 55 43.4
Vocabulary Acquisition 60 16 45 36.9
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Table 3 shows that the mean score of TikTok Exposure was 43.4, with scores

ranging from 16 to 55. Meanwhile, the mean score of Vocabulary Acquisition was

36.9, with scores ranging from 16 to 45. These findings indicate variation in
respondents’ levels of TikTok exposure and vocabulary acquisition.

d. Correlation Analysis

To examine the relationship between TikTok Exposure and Vocabulary
Acquisition, Spearman’s Rank Correlation was employed. The result is presented in
Table 3.

Table 3. Correlation Between TikTok Exposure and Vocabulary Acquisition

Variables Correlation Coefficient Sig. (2-

(rs) tailed)
TikTok Exposure and Vocabulary 0.494 <0.001
Acquisition

The result of Spearman’s Rank Correlation revealed a correlation coefficient
(rs) of 0.494 with a significance value of less than 0.001. Since the significance
value was below 0.05, the null hypothesis was rejected. This finding indicates a
positive and statistically significant relationship between TikTok Exposure and
Vocabulary Acquisition among English Education students at Tadulako University.

4. Discussion

The findings revealed a positive and statistically significant relationship
between TikTok exposure and English vocabulary acquisition among English
Education students at Tadulako University (rs = 0.494, p < 0.001). This finding
indicates that students with higher levels of TikTok exposure tended to report
higher levels of vocabulary acquisition. Therefore, TikTok exposure was associated
with vocabulary acquisition among the participants.

This finding may be explained through Krashen’s Input Hypothesis (1985),
which suggests that language acquisition occurs when learners are exposed to
comprehensible language input. Through English-related videos, captions,
subtitles, and audio content, TikTok may provide opportunities for students to
encounter English vocabulary in meaningful contexts. The finding is also consistent
with the concept of incidental vocabulary learning, which proposes that learners
may acquire vocabulary while focusing on understanding content rather than
intentionally memorizing words (Nation, 2013).

In addition, TikTok can be viewed as a form of Extramural English exposure,
where students engage with English outside formal classroom settings (Sundqvist
& Sylvén, 2016).
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The present finding is consistent with previous studies that reported positive
associations between TikTok use and vocabulary learning. Simanungkalit and
Katemba (2023) found that university students perceived TikTok as an enjoyable
platform for learning new vocabulary. Similarly, Rakhmasari and Pratiwi (2024)
reported that TikTok provided learners with opportunities to engage with English
content and expand their vocabulary knowledge. Experimental studies conducted
by Abidah (2024), Alshreef et al. (2023), and Nainggolan and Manik (2024) also
reported positive vocabulary learning outcomes among students who used
TikTok-based learning activities.

However, the correlation coefficient obtained in this study was moderate (rs
= 0.494), suggesting that TikTok exposure was not the only factor associated with
vocabulary acquisition. Vocabulary acquisition is a complex process that may also
be related to various factors such as learning motivation, reading habits, classroom
learning experiences, and individual learning strategies. Previous studies have
emphasized that vocabulary development is influenced by multiple sources of
language exposure and learning experiences rather than a single factor alone.
Therefore, although TikTok exposure was associated with vocabulary acquisition,
it should be viewed as one of several factors related to students’ vocabulary
development.

The findings of this study imply that TikTok may be considered as an
additional source of English exposure for university students. Since a positive
relationship was found between TikTok exposure and vocabulary acquisition,
English-related content on TikTok may provide learners with opportunities to
encounter vocabulary outside the classroom. Nevertheless, such exposure should
complement rather than replace formal language learning activities.

5. Conclusion

This study examined the relationship between TikTok exposure and English
vocabulary acquisition among English Education students at Tadulako University.
The findings revealed a positive and statistically significant relationship between
TikTok exposure and vocabulary acquisition (rs = 0.494, p < 0.001). This indicates
that students with higher levels of TikTok exposure tended to report higher levels
of vocabulary acquisition.

The findings suggest that TikTok exposure was associated with vocabulary
acquisition among the participants. However, the moderate correlation coefficient
indicates that TikTok exposure was not the only factor related to vocabulary
acquisition. Therefore, TikTok may be considered as an additional source of English
exposure that complements formal English learning.
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Suggestion
Based on the findings of this study, students may utilize English-related
content on TikTok as an additional source of English exposure. Educators may also
consider incorporating appropriate digital content into English language learning
activities to provide students with opportunities to encounter authentic English
use
Furthermore, future researchers are encouraged to involve larger samples,
different educational contexts, and additional variables related to vocabulary
acquisition in order to obtain more comprehensive findings.
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