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 This study aims to analyze students' vocabulary mastery levels 

and the internal and external factors that influence their 

vocabulary mastery in English learning at SMP Negeri 48 

Makassar. This study used a mixed-methods approach, 

combining quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data 

were obtained through vocabulary tests consisting of multiple-

choice and essay questions, while qualitative data were 

obtained through observation and interviews. The study 

sample was 30 grade VII-8 students selected using a purposive 

sampling technique.The results showed that students' 

vocabulary mastery levels were still relatively low, with an 

average score of 43.53 and a standard deviation of 17.92, 

indicating significant variation in ability among students. 

Qualitative findings revealed that internal factors such as 

motivation, self-confidence, cognitive ability, and memory 

influence students' vocabulary acquisition. Furthermore, 

external factors such as the school environment, teacher 

teaching methods, peer group environment, and family support 

also play a significant role in the vocabulary learning process. 

Observations indicate that the learning process is still 

dominated by conventional methods with limited use of 

learning media, resulting in students experiencing difficulties 

in actively using vocabulary in communication.Thus, it can be 

concluded that students' vocabulary acquisition is influenced 

by a combination of internal and external factors. Therefore, 

more interactive and contextual learning strategies and 

optimal learning environment support are needed to improve 

students' vocabulary acquisition. 
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1. Introduction     

Vocabulary is a important component to support the language skills. The 

vocabulary mastery will affect students’ ability in using English. In listening skill, 

they shoul know what the meaning of word and sentences being said. Additionally, 

they should understand what people are reading, and people should be able to 

arrange to give meaning in writing. Therefore, vocabulary mastery will be the most 

crucial aspect. Although vocabulary is important, there are many students who 

have not mastered the vocabulary. Most of them dislike to learn vocabulary because 

they feel uninterested in vocabulary, class situation, and even how the teachers to 

teach. David (1991, p.9) 

According to Huyen, et al (2008), students think that vocabulary is a list of 

words with meaning in native speaker and they may share the experience in 

looking up words in a bilingual dictionary. According to Kagan et al (1998), pointed 

out that inhibition refers to a temperamental tendency to display caution, 

fearfulness, or restraint in response to unfamiliar people, objects, and situatiotions. 

It shows that inhibit factors will have an effect in students’ language learning 

especially in their mastering vocabulary. 

Vocabulary mastery is crucial for students when they study English in junior 

high school because students cannot read English texts properly if they do not have 

adequate vocabulary. In addition, they also will not be able to translate text and 

they will find it difficult to know the meaning or meaning of a word and sentence. 

Vocabulary learning in junior high schools must be adjusted to the learning 

capacity of students. Vocabulary that must be taught is vocabulary related to 

everyday life and vocabulary that is often used in learning.At both the junior and 

senior high school levels, the teaching of vocabulary is crucial because, by acquiring 

and mastering vocabulary, students can develop their English and improve their 

communication skills. 

According to Bai (2018: 854), vocabulary is a fundamental part of language 

and the most fundamental aspect of language. Low of vocabulary knowledge is a 

significant barrier to language learning, and it will result in problems if someone 

lacks a lot of vocabulary knowledge. Cummings et al. (2018: 39) state that students 

can't understand the meaning of any text if they are unable to understand new 

terms words. This means that it will be challenging for students to understand a 

word's meaning if they lack vocabulary knowledge. 

Several studies have investigated English vocabulary learning strategies in 

junior high school. previous related research that had been carried out first came 

from: (Salawazo et al 2020), titled "Analysis of Student Vocabulary in Learning 

English", is a study conducted which was conducted on class IX junior high school 

students at the Prince Antasari Foundation Private Middle School, Medan for the 

2018/2019 academic year. From this study students’ difficulties in learning English 

vocabulary are: 1) difficulty in interpreting words, 2) Grammatical form because 
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the written form is different from the spoken form in English, 3) Lack of time to 

learn more about vocabulary, 4) Easily forget about vocabulary. The second 

previous related studies by (Desi Andriani and Sriwahyuningsih 2019), titled 

"Analysis of Students' Vocabulary Mastery" was conducted).  

This research was conducted on English education students at Putra 

Indonesia University YPTK Padang for the 2018/2019 academic year. Data 

collection was carried out using tests and questionnaires. From the results of the 

tests carried out, the result was that students were able to find new vocabulary 

from letters that were not arranged.  

From the questionnaire given, it can be proven that students have good skills 

in vocabulary mastery, but they also have difficulties related to several aspects, 

namely grammar and spelling. The third research entitled "Analysis of Vocabulary 

Mastery of Class VIII Students of SMP Amalyatul Huda Medan". This research was 

conducted by Sitorus et al (2021). This study aims to analyze students' vocabulary 

mastery. The results of the research conducted showed that the students' 

vocabulary in class VIII was very low so the researchers suggested that English 

teachers should change their learning techniques and skills to broaden mastery of 

students and make students not feel bored or difficult when learning English. The 

fourth previous related by (Hasanah 2017).  

Research titled "An Analysis on Students Vocabulary Mastery at The Second 

Grade Of MTS-TI Batu Belah, this study aims to describe how students master 

vocabulary. The results of the research showed that the average student 

achievement on vocabulary was 77. 50% of students found it easy to learn 

vocabulary in English and 50% of students did not understand the meaning of 

vocabulary in English. 

From the several studies described above, the similarity of the research that I 

will do with previous research is that my research and previous research both 

examine vocabulary mastery. This difference can be seen in the research variables 

where the previous research variable is vocabulary mastery while my research 

variable is the factors that influence vocabulary mastery. The research above 

explains that students' vocabulary mastery is still very low and there are some 

difficulties students experience in vocabulary mastery, which are related to 

pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary meaning. For this reason, the researcher 

wants to examine the factors that influence students' vocabulary mastery.  

The research problem is that many students at SMP 48 Makassar struggle 

with mastering English vocabulary. Despite vocabulary being a fundamental 

component for achieving proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing, 

students show low motivation, limited confidence, and inconsistent performance 

in learning vocabulary. This leads to difficulty in understanding texts, expressing 

ideas, and communicating effectively in English. 
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The gap this research seeks to fill is the lack of studies investigating the 

influencing factors of vocabulary mastery among junior high school students. This 

research is expected to provide deeper insights into the internal and external 

factors that hinder or support students in mastering English vocabulary, so that 

more effective teaching strategies can be developed. 

In this research, several urgencies and the new things. The urgency of this 

study is results will help teachers identify which factors (internal vs. external) most 

hinder or support students’ vocabulary mastery, so that teaching strategies, 

learning media, and classroom environments can be improved. Then, findings will 

guide students to recognize the factors that affect their learning, allowing them to 

adopt better strategies (motivation, self-confidence, peer collaboration). Results 

can inform school administrators to design programs that strengthen family 

involvement, peer learning, and provide more engaging vocabulary learning 

activities.  

This study offers a model of quantiative that integrates vocabulary 

assessment with socio-psychological factors, serving as a reference for similar 

studies. Meanwhile, the new thing in this study provides several original 

contributions. First, it offers a contextual focus by specifically investigating SMP 

Negeri 48 Makassar, a rural school setting that has rarely been studied, thereby 

providing valuable insights into students’ vocabulary learning challenges in a less-

explored environment. Second, this study employs a comprehensive approach by 

integrating internal and external factors into one research model and applying a 

mixed-method design that combines questionnaires, vocabulary tests, 

observations, and interviews. This integration allows for a more complete and 

holistic understanding of the problem.  

Finally, the study produces practical output by not only identifying the factors 

that affect students’ vocabulary mastery but also by proposing concrete 

recommendations for teachers and schools to create more effective vocabulary 

learning strategies and interventions. Based on these concerns, this study 

investigates one central questions: what is the level of student’s vocabulary 

mastery at SMP Negeri 48 Makassar? The objective is to measure the level of 

student’s vocabulary mastery at SMP Negeri 48 Makassar through vocabulary tests. 
 

2. Method  

In general, this section describes how the study was conducted. The subject 

matter of this section is: (a) research design; (b) the sample population or subject 

of the research; (c) data collection techniques and instrument development; and 

(d) data analysis techniques. 
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a. Research Design 

This study employed a mixed-method research design to obtain a 

comprehensive understanding of students’ vocabulary mastery and the factors 

affecting vocabulary mastery in English learning at SMP Negeri 48 Makassar. 

According to Creswell and Creswell (2023), mixed-method research combines 

quantitative and qualitative approaches within a single study to provide a more 

complete understanding of a research problem. In this study, quantitative data 

were collected through a vocabulary test to measure students’ vocabulary mastery, 

while qualitative data were gathered through classroom observations and semi-

structured interviews to explore the internal and external factors influencing 

vocabulary mastery. 

The quantitative approach focused on measuring students’ vocabulary 

achievement through test scores, while the qualitative approach explored students’ 

learning experiences, motivation, memory ability, family support, peer influence, 

and school environment. By integrating both approaches, the researcher obtained 

a broader and deeper understanding of the phenomenon being investigated. 

Therefore, the mixed-method design was considered appropriate for achieving the 

objectives of this study. 

  

b. The Sample Population or Subject of the Research 

According to Villasí s-Keever and Miranda-Novales (2016), a population is a 

group of individuals or objects that possess specific characteristics determined by 

the researcher. In this study, the population consisted of seventh-grade students of 

SMP Negeri 48 Makassar. The researcher focused on class VII.8 because the class 

was considered active in classroom learning activities and relevant to the 

objectives of the study. 

The sample was selected using purposive sampling. This sampling technique 

allows researchers to choose participants based on specific criteria related to the 

research objectives. The quantitative data were collected from 30 students of class 

VII.8 through a vocabulary test. Meanwhile, qualitative data were obtained from 

three selected students through semi-structured interviews. The interview 

participants were chosen based on their active participation in classroom activities, 

willingness to participate in the study, and ability to provide relevant information 

regarding vocabulary learning. Through purposive sampling, the researcher 

expected to obtain rich and meaningful data concerning students’ vocabulary 

mastery and the factors affecting it. 

 

c. Data Collection Techniques and Instrument Development 

The data in this study were collected through three instruments: a vocabulary 

test, observation notes, and semi-structured interviews. The vocabulary test was 

administered to measure students’ vocabulary mastery. The test consisted of 50 

questions divided into 40 multiple-choice items and 10 essay questions. The 
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multiple-choice section assessed students’ understanding of vocabulary meaning, 

spelling, and word recognition, while the essay section evaluated students’ ability 

to use vocabulary actively in sentences and written expressions. 

In addition to the vocabulary test, classroom observations were conducted to 

obtain information about students’ participation, engagement, and behavior 

during the English learning process. Observation notes were used to record 

important events and interactions occurring in the classroom. These observations 

helped the researcher identify factors related to students’ vocabulary learning.  

Furthermore, semi-structured interviews were conducted with selected 

students and the English teacher. The interviews aimed to gather detailed 

information regarding students’ experiences in learning vocabulary, the difficulties 

they faced, the learning strategies they used, and the influence of internal and 

external factors such as motivation, memory abiliy, family support, peer interaction, 

and the school environment. The combination of these instruments enabled the 

researcher to collect both numerical and descriptive data comprehensively. 

 

d. Data Analysis Techniques 

The collected data were analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative 

techniques. Quantitative data obtained from the vocabulary test were analyzed 

using descriptive statistics. The researcher calculated the mean score to determine 

the average level of students’ vocabulary mastery and the standard deviation to 

identify the distribution of students’ scores. In addition, students’ scores were 

classified into five categories: Very Good, Good, Fair, Poor, and Very Poor, to provide 

a clearer description of their vocabulary achievement. 

Qualitative data obtained from observations and interviews were analyzed 

using descriptive qualitative analysis. The analysis involved three stages: data 

reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. First, the researcher selected and 

focused on relevant information related to students’ vocabulary mastery and the 

factors affecting it. Second, the data were organized and presented in descriptive 

form. Finally, conclusions were drawn based on recurring patterns and themes 

identified from the data. The integration of quantitative and qualitative findings 

provided a comprehensive explanation of students’ vocabulary mastery and the 

internal and external factors influencing vocabulary learning at SMP Negeri 48 

Makassar. 

 

3. Result 

The findings of this study present the results of the vocabulary test conducted 

to measure the current level of students’ vocabulary mastery in English learning. 

The vocabulary test was administered to the students of class VII.8 at SMP Negeri 

48 Makassar. The test consisted of multiple-choice and essay questions designed to 

assess students’ understanding of word meaning, spelling, pronunciation, and 
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vocabulary usage in sentences. 

The results of the vocabulary test were analyzed using descriptive statistical 

analysis, including the calculation of the mean score and standard deviation.  

These statistical analyses were used to describe the general level of students’ 

vocabulary mastery and to determine the distribution of students’ scores.  

After obtaining the data from the vocabulary test conducted to measure the 

current level of students’ vocabulary mastery, the researcher analyzed the data 

using descriptive statistical analysis. The analysis includes the calculation of the 

mean score and standard deviation. The purpose of this analysis is to describe the 

general level of students’ vocabulary mastery and the distribution of students’ 

scores in the vocabulary test. 

a. Mean  

x̄ = Σx / N 

∑X=1306 

X ˉ=1306/30 

X ˉ=43.53 

Descriptive Statistics 

 N Mean 

Vocabulary test  30 43.53 

Valid  30  

Tabel 4.1 Mean Score of Students’ Vocabulary Test 

Table 4.1 shows the mean score of students’ vocabulary test conducted at 

SMP Negeri 48 Makassar. A total of 30 students participated in the vocabulary test. 

The average score obtained by the students was 43.53. 

This result indicates that the overall level of students’ vocabulary mastery is 

still relatively low. Some students achieved high scores such as 80, 72, and 70, while 

several others obtained very low scores such as 20,26, and 22. These differences 

influenced the overall average score. 

The mean score provides a general description of students’ vocabulary 

mastery. Based on this result, it can be seen that many students still experience 

difficulties in understanding and using English vocabulary.  

b. Standar deviation  

SD= √
∑(𝑋−𝑋̄)2

𝑁−1
 

𝑆𝐷 SD=17.92 

Descriptive statistics 

 N Std. Deviation 

Vocabulary test 30 17.92 

Valid N ( listwise) 30  

Tabel 4.2 Standard Deviation of Students’ Vocabulary Test 
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Based on the descriptive statistical analysis, the standard deviation of the 

vocabulary test is 17.92. This value indicates that the students’ scores vary 

considerably from the mean score. 

The relatively high standard deviation shows that there is a noticeable 

difference between students who achieved high scores and those who obtained 

lower scores. Some students demonstrate a good level of vocabulary mastery, while 

others still experience significant difficulties. 

Therefore, the distribution of students’ vocabulary scores is quite diverse, 

indicating that vocabulary mastery among the students is not evenly distributed. 

 

4. Discussions 

In this research, the results obtained from observation, interviews, and 

vocabulary tests provided important information regarding the current level of 

students’ vocabulary mastery and the factors that influence their vocabulary 

learning. The data were collected from students of class VII.8 at SMP Negeri 48 

Makassar in order to analyze how well students master English vocabulary and 

what factors affect their ability in learning vocabulary. The findings from these 

instruments give a clearer understanding of the students’ condition in learning 

English vocabulary and help explain the factors that influence their vocabulary 

mastery. 

The results of the vocabulary test also support the observation findings. The 

vocabulary test was conducted to measure students’ ability in understanding word 

meanings, spelling, pronunciation, and the use of vocabulary in sentences. The 

results showed that many students still had difficulty answering several questions 

in the test, particularly questions related to vocabulary meaning and usage. This 

indicates that vocabulary mastery among students still needs improvement. 

 

a. The Students Vocabulary Mastery  

The first research question in this study focuses on determining the level of 

students’ vocabulary mastery at SMP Negeri 48 Makassar. To answer this research 

question, the researcher administered a vocabulary test to the students of class 

VII.8. The test results were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including the 

calculation of the mean score and standard deviation, to identify the overall level 

of students’ vocabulary mastery and the distribution of their scores. 

The vocabulary test consisted of multiple-choice and essay questions 

designed to measure students’ vocabulary knowledge, including word meaning, 

spelling, pronunciation, and the ability to use vocabulary in sentences. According 

to Nation (2001), vocabulary mastery includes both receptive and productive 

vocabulary, which involves understanding word meanings and using words 

appropriately in communication. 
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Based on the test results, it was found that students obtained various scores. 

Some students achieved relatively high scores, such as 80, 72, and 70, which 

indicate that these students have a good level of vocabulary understanding. 

However, several other students obtained very low scores, such as 20, 22, and 26. 

These results show that there is a significant difference in vocabulary mastery 

among students in the class. This finding supports the view of Wero et al. (2021), 

who stated that students’ vocabulary mastery levels may vary depending on their 

exposure to language learning and vocabulary development. 

This difference indicates that while some students have already developed a 

good understanding of English vocabulary, many others still struggle to master 

vocabulary. Students who obtained lower scores may experience difficulties in 

memorizing vocabulary, understanding word meanings, or using vocabulary 

correctly in sentences. According to Apriliani (2020), inadequate vocabulary 

mastery can make it difficult for students to understand and use language 

effectively. 

These findings are consistent with the results of classroom observation, 

where the researcher noticed that some students were active and confident in 

participating in vocabulary learning activities, while others were less engaged in 

the learning process. Students who are actively involved in classroom activities 

tend to understand the material better and achieve higher scores on vocabulary 

tests. This finding is supported by Krashen (1982), who argued that learners with 

higher motivation and lower affective barriers tend to achieve better language 

learning outcomes. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that the level of students’ vocabulary mastery 

in class VII.8 at SMP Negeri 48 Makassar varies significantly and still needs 

improvement. Teachers may need to apply more varied teaching strategies and 

provide additional learning support to help students improve their vocabulary 

skills. 

 

1) Mean Score of Students’ Vocabulary Test 

 

The mean score is used to determine the average level of students’ vocabulary 

mastery. The mean is calculated by dividing the total score of all students by the 

total number of students who participated in the test. 

Based on the descriptive statistical analysis, the mean score of the vocabulary 

test is 43.53, with a total of 30 students participating in the test. 

The mean score provides an overall picture of the students’ vocabulary ability. 

The result indicates that the average vocabulary mastery of students is still 

relatively low. Although some students achieved high scores, many students 

obtained scores below the average level. This finding is in line with Marpaung 

(2020), who stated that limited vocabulary knowledge can hinder students’ ability 

to understand and use English effectively. 
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This result suggests that many students still experience difficulties in 

understanding and using English vocabulary. Several factors may contribute to this 

situation, including limited vocabulary exposure, lack of practice, and students’ low 

motivation in learning English. According to Krashen (1982), motivation and 

language exposure are important factors influencing vocabulary acquisition and 

language learning success. 

The relatively low mean score also indicates that vocabulary learning 

activities need to be improved in order to help students increase their vocabulary 

knowledge. Teachers may need to provide more engaging learning activities, such 

as vocabulary games, visual media, or group discussions, to help students learn 

vocabulary more effectively. This supports the view of Beck, McKeown, and Kucan 

(2002), who emphasized that effective vocabulary instruction should involve 

various learning activities and contextualized vocabulary practice.  

 

2) Standard Deviation of Students’ Vocabulary Test 

In addition to calculating the mean score, the researcher also calculated the 

standard deviation to determine the distribution of students’ scores in the 

vocabulary test. According to Sugiyono (2015), standard deviation is used to 

measure the dispersion or variation of data from the mean score, indicating how 

closely individual scores are grouped around the average. 

Based on the statistical analysis, the standard deviation of the vocabulary test 

is 17.92. The standard deviation shows how far the students’ scores vary from the 

mean score. A relatively high standard deviation indicates that the scores are 

widely spread, meaning that there is a noticeable difference between students who 

achieve high scores and those who obtain low scores. 

In this study, the standard deviation value of 17.92 indicates that students’ 

vocabulary mastery varies considerably. Some students demonstrate a relatively 

strong understanding of English vocabulary, while others still struggle to recognize 

and use vocabulary correctly. This finding is consistent with Wero et al. (2021), 

who stated that students may have different levels of vocabulary mastery 

depending on their vocabulary development and learning experiences.  

This variation in students’ scores may be influenced by several factors, 

including differences in learning motivation, prior knowledge, learning strategies, 

and exposure to English vocabulary outside the classroom. According to Krashen 

(1982), motivation and language exposure play important roles in language 

acquisition and vocabulary development. 

The results also suggest that teachers need to provide more individualized 

support for students who have difficulty learning vocabulary. By providing 

additional practice and varied teaching methods, teachers can help reduce the gap 
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between students with high and low vocabulary mastery. This finding supports the 

view of Beck, McKeown, and Kucan (2002), who emphasized that effective 

vocabulary instruction should involve various teaching approaches and meaningful 

learning activities to support students with different levels of vocabulary 

proficiency. 

 

5. Conclusion 

This study aimed to identify the factors affecting students’ vocabulary 

mastery in learning English. Based on the findings and discussions presented in the 

previous chapters, several conclusions can be drawn. 

First, the findings show that students still experience various difficulties in 

mastering English vocabulary. The results of the interviews revealed that many 

students find it challenging to remember new vocabulary, especially when they 

encounter unfamiliar words or complex spelling. Some students also reported that 

they often forget vocabulary that they have previously learned. This indicates that 

vocabulary retention remains one of the major challenges faced by students in 

learning English. 

Second, the study found that several factors influence students’ vocabulary 

mastery. These factors include students’ motivation, learning strategies, and the 

learning environment. Students who showed higher motivation tended to have 

better vocabulary understanding because they were more willing to practice and 

memorize new words. In addition, students who used strategies such as repeating 

vocabulary, memorizing words regularly, and using dictionaries demonstrated 

better efforts to improve their vocabulary mastery. 

Based on the conclusions above, the researcher would like to provide several 

suggestions for teachers, students and future researchers 

a. For Teachers 

Teachers were encouraged to apply various teaching strategies that can help 

students improve their vocabulary mastery. Teachers should create engaging and 

interactive learning activities that encourage students to practice vocabulary 

regularly. In addition, teachers should provide clear explanations and contextual 

examples so that students can understand and remember vocabulary more easily. 

Teachers are also advised to motivate students and encourage them to actively 

participate in the learning process. 

b. For Students 

Students are expected to take an active role in improving their vocabulary 

mastery. They should practice memorizing vocabulary regularly and try to use new 

words in daily communication. Students are also encouraged to use learning 

resources such as dictionaries, books, and digital learning tools to help them 

understand unfamiliar words. By practicing consistently and developing effective 
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learning strategies, students can gradually improve their English vocabulary skills. 

c. For Further Researchers 

Future researchers are recommended to conduct further studies related to 

vocabulary mastery by involving a larger number of participants and different 

educational contexts. Future research may also examine other variables that 

influence vocabulary learning, such as learning styles, teaching methods, and the 

use of technology in language learning. In addition, it is suggested that future 

studies be conducted over a longer period in order to obtain a more comprehensive 

understanding of students’ vocabulary development. 
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