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This study aims to determine the life of religious harmony in Seko District, North Luwu Regency, living
in harmony, safety, peace without discrimination among religious believers. As well as knowing the
factors that determine the life of harmony, harmony, peace and tolerance in the life system of the
majority Christian and Muslim minority communities. Data obtained by observation, interview, and
decumentation are processed qualitatively descriptively by data reduction analysis, data display and data
conclusion. The results highlight that minority Muslims are able to maintain harmony and tolerance in a
majority Christian society. Factors such as kinship, solidarity, and the maintenance of traditional values
are the main foundations in maintaining harmonious relations between religious communities. The study
also examines the contribution of religious, educational, and public policy institutions in creating an
environment that supports tolerance and mutual respect. Empirical results show that well-maintained
practices of harmony, solidarity, and tolerance in Seko are clear examples of successful integration.
Second, identify the factors that cause harmonious religious life in Seko with a focus on kinship, the role
of customary law, collaboration between parties, economic equality, and the maintenance of local
identity. These results provide important insights for efforts to maintain harmony amid the complexities
of multicultural societies and provide a holistic view of the importance of collaboration in building a
peaceful, harmonious and tolerant environment in the region.
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Introduction

Seko sub-district, located in North Luwu Regency, has a unique social landscape that
reflects the diversity of religions in Indonesia. In this context, minority Islamic communities
in the region face challenges and opportunities in maintaining inter-religious harmony and
tolerance. This study aims to investigate the dynamics of religious harmony in Seko District,
a place where the nobleness of the attitude of living harmoniously, safely, and peacefully
without discrimination is an important pillar in daily life.

Living together in peace and mutual respect for religious differences is a very valuable
social capital in this predominantly Christian society. The harmonious life maintained in their
daily lives is a clear proof of the potential for integration and diversity that can be an
example for other regions. Through this research, we can better understand the key factors
that contribute to the creation of a harmonious, harmonious, peaceful, and tolerant life in a
society consisting of a Christian majority and an Islamic minority.

The role of religious, educational, and public policy institutions in creating an
environment that supports tolerance and mutual respect will also be a focus in this study.
By understanding the cultural foundations and values underlying inter-religious interaction
in Seko sub-district, we can formulate concrete recommendations to strengthen harmony
and tolerance at the local and wider levels.

The empirical data collected in this study will provide a clearer picture of the social
dynamics and religiosity of minority Islamic communities amid the Christian majority. Thus,
this article is expected to provide deep insight into how the harmony of religious tolerance
can be realized and maintained in the context of religious diversity in Indonesia, especially
in Seko District, North Luwu Regency.

This research has a very important relevance in today's social and religious context. In
an era of globalization and frequent inter-religious conflicts, a deeper understanding of the
factors that influence inter-religious harmony and tolerance is crucial. By delving deeper
into the lives of minority Muslim communities in Seko sub-district, it can not only enrich
the study of religious pluralism, but also provide a more comprehensive view for relevant
parties, including the government and non-governmental organizations, to develop
sustainable strategies in maintaining interfaith peace and harmony at various levels of
society.

Method

This study used a descriptive qualitative approach to collect and analyze data. Data were
obtained through participatory observations in the field, in-depth interviews with community
leaders, religious leaders, and community members, as well as the collection of documents
related to religious life and tolerance in Seko District, North Luwu Regency.
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The process of data analysis involves data reduction, where relevant information will be
sorted and compiled, data display to visualize key findings comprehensively, and data
conclusion to draw solid conclusions based on findings from research.

In addition, this study will also expand the scope by trying to identify patterns of
relationships between factors that affect religious harmony and tolerance in the area. With
a deep qualitative approach, it is hoped that this research can provide a more holistic
understanding of the dynamics of religious life and harmony in minority Islamic
communities in Seko District.

Result

Life of Minority Muslims in Seko District, North Luwu Regency

In Seko District, North Luwu Regency, the majority of the population adheres to
Protestant Christianity spread across 12 villages, while the minority are Muslims who
inhabit 7 villages, with one Islamic village larger than Christian. The life of religious people
in Seko is reflected in a harmonious and respectful life, without barriers between religious
believers. The Seko people consider themselves as one big family bound together in the
Seko family, creating an atmosphere of strong tolerance.

The history of religious acceptance in Seko records that Christianity was first accepted
in the Ono area, in Padang Balua Village, through the story of two sisters, Maria Tasisi who
chose Christianity and Tapasukki who chose Islam around 1950. The influx of the Kahar
Muzakkar mob in 1960 had a significant impact, disturbing the peace and forcing some
Christians and Muslims to leave their hometowns, causing changes in religious
demographics in Seko.

After the conflict, conditions recovered in 1967, where the Seko people returned to their
native areas and re-established a harmonious life, respecting the previous traditional order
and social life. Interfaith collaboration is seen in the construction of worship facilities, where
communities help each other between Christians and Muslims in building churches and
mosques.

Togetherness in social activities is reflected in invitations and participation in weddings,
agigah, and thanksgiving between religious communities. The Seko community shows
solidarity and a high sense of humanity, regardless of religious differences. In addition, the
maintenance of harmony and tolerance is seen in adherence to the prohibitions of other
religions, such as the ban on pigs, demonstrating their commitment to the values of
religious harmony and tolerance.

Field observations and data obtained from various sources show that religious harmony
in Seko is very conducive, harmonious, familial, and tolerant. Through cooperation,
understanding, and high concern, the Seko community is able to maintain inter-religious
harmony, create a peaceful and harmonious social environment, making Seko an example
of harmony that deserves appreciation.
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Factors Causing Religious Life to Live in Harmony Full of Tolerance, Safety, and
Peace Without Discrimination

The Seko community with a Protestant Christian majority of 75% and an Islamic minority
of 25%, shows a strong family and fraternal life, where tolerance is the main foundation in
building harmony. The factors affecting this harmony can be grouped as follows:

First, the strong family ties are the main pillars in maintaining emotional connections
among the Seko community, regardless of religious differences. Naturally established
brotherhood, even with families with different religious beliefs, shows that differences in
beliefs do not hinder close familial relationships. Customs in the Seko community teach the
importance of respecting individual religious choices without causing conflict.

Second, customary law is the main moral foundation in solving problems and ensuring
justice in the community. The role of traditional figures is vital in maintaining interfaith
harmony by representing Islamic and Christian religious values and playing a role as a
leader who is respected by the entire Seko community. The customary value system applied
provides a clear foundation in overcoming problems and maintaining peace.

Third, cooperation between the government, religious leaders, and traditional leaders is
an important factor in maintaining harmony in the Seko community. Good collaboration
between these three elements ensures that every development decision and program is
implemented with attention to the diversity of society. Indigenous leaders, as
representatives of local wisdom, play a role in mediating and resolving conflicts fairly and
wisely.

Fourth, the equal level of economy among the Seko community is an important factor
in creating a harmonious social environment. The absence of stark social inequalities, high
morale, and equitable income from the agricultural sector provide a solid basis for
cooperation and mutual assistance among citizens. Equitable economic welfare also
reduces the potential for conflict and inequality in society.

Fifth, the condition of the Seko people who have not been contaminated by outside
influences shows their efforts to maintain local wisdom and traditional values. Limited
interaction with the outside world, lack of outside influences, and awareness of the
importance of maintaining local identity are factors that support interreligious harmony and
tolerance.

Thus, all these factors work together to create a peaceful, harmonious, and tolerant
environment in Seko District, North Luwu Regency. The success of the Seko community in
maintaining inter-religious harmony is a clear example of how local wisdom, kinship,
cooperation between various parties, economic equality, and independence from outside
influences can strengthen the values of tolerance and harmony in daily life.
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Discussion

Life of Minority Muslims in Seko District, North Luwu Regency

Research on the lives of minority Muslims in Seko District, North Luwu Regency, reveals
a striking atmosphere of harmony and tolerance among religious communities in the region.
Although the majority follow Protestant Christianity, Muslims as a minority are able to
coexist in an atmosphere of mutual respect without any real religious restrictions. The
history of religious acceptance in Seko, including an incident involving the Kahar Muzakkar
Gang in 1960, reflects the complex dynamics of religion that once threatened the region's
peace. However, the Seko community has managed to recover after the conflict and is now
able to show strong interfaith collaboration, especially in the construction of joint worship
facilities.

Harmony is evident in the participation of the Seko community in various social and
religious activities such as weddings, agigah, and thanksgiving, where solidarity and a high
sense of humanity radiate among people of various faiths. Adherence to other religious
prohibitions, such as the ban on pigs, illustrates their commitment to the values of religious
harmony and tolerance. Through field observations and data analysis from various sources,
the harmony of religious people in Seko has proven to be quite conducive, full of kinship,
and wrapped in a high level of tolerance. This is reflected in the willingness to work
together, understand each other, and care deeply for others, making Seko an example of
harmony that deserves appreciation in a multicultural society.

Implicit from the results of this study is the real contribution of the theory of religious
harmony and tolerance as well as previous research that highlights the importance of inter-
religious cooperation in building harmony in a multicultural society. The success of the
Seko community in maintaining harmony amid religious diversity exemplifies how a
commitment to understanding, mutual tolerance, and interfaith collaboration can create a
peaceful and harmonious social environment for all.

Factors Causing Religious Life to Live in Harmony Full of Tolerance, Safety, and
Peace Without Discrimination

The factors that cause harmonious, tolerant, safe, and peaceful religious life without
discrimination in Seko Society reflect important pillars that maintain harmony in the midst
of religious differences. The concept of kinship which is the main foundation in maintaining
emotional attachment between individuals in Seko, regardless of differences in religious
beliefs, reflects the strength of social relationships established in society. Customs also
play an important role in teaching the value of respecting individual religious choices
without causing conflict, while also upholding the concept of brotherhood in the midst of
diversity.

The role of customary law and the presence of indigenous leaders stand out as
guardians of moral values and actors of justice in resolving conflicts and ensuring peace in
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the community. The involvement of the government, religious leaders, and indigenous
leaders in cooperation is an important foundation in maintaining harmony in Seko, with a
focus on diversity and the interests of all communities. Equitable economic prosperity
provides a solid basis for social cooperation and solidarity processes in society, reducing
the potential for conflict due to social inequality.

The presence of local wisdom and the maintenance of traditional values also explain the
success of the community in building a peaceful and harmonious environment. Limited
interaction with the outside world and awareness of the importance of local identity
reinforce values that support interreligious tolerance and harmony. These results are in line
with theories that emphasize the importance of kinship, customary law, collaboration
between parties, economic equality, and protection of local identities to create an
environment of harmony and tolerance in the daily lives of multicultural communities.

This research provides a vivid example of how the collaboration of these factors can
create a peaceful, harmonious, and tolerant environment. This conclusion is an
encouragement for peace in other regions with similar religious dynamics to pay attention
to family relations, local wisdom, and cooperation between various parties as the main
foundation in building social harmony. Based on relevant theories and findings from
previous research, the overall picture of this study emphasizes that interfaith wisdom is not
impossible to achieve if society upholds the values of togetherness, tolerance, and respect
for diversity as one of the main assets in strengthening social cohesion and building
interfaith peace.

Conclusion

The lives of minority Muslims in Seko District, North Luwu Regency, illustrate the strong
harmony, tolerance, and harmony between religious communities in the region. Factors
such as solid kinship, construction of joint worship facilities, solidarity in social and religious
activities, and maintenance of traditional values stand out as pillars of success in
maintaining interreligious peace. Interfaith approaches, the role of customary law, and the
involvement of all parties in strengthening social cooperation are key in creating a peaceful
and harmonious environment in the Seko community.'

Factors that support harmonious, tolerant, safe, and peaceful religious life in the Seko
Community, with its Protestant Christian majority and Muslim minority. The strong concept
of kinship, the role of customary law in resolving conflicts, cooperation between the
government, religious leaders, and traditional leaders, economic equality, and the
maintenance of local identity are key elements that are interrelated in maintaining
interreligious harmony. An understanding of the values of local wisdom, a collaborative
approach between various parties, and an awareness of the importance of maintaining
traditional identities and values are important provisions in creating a peaceful and
harmonious social environment in Seko.
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